
Your name:



Find out more about Art on the Underground 
art.tfl.gov.uk 
Instagram & Youtube: @artontheunderground

Find out more about Spaghetti Club 
Instagram: spaghetti_clurb

Scribble here to get it out of 
your system:

Welcome to  
Spaghetti Map!

Spaghetti Map is a guide to six  
artworks on the Tube, from Transport 
for London’s programme, Art on  
the Underground. 

It was written by Spaghetti Club, an 
art and creative writing collaboration 
with children across London by artist 
Michael Crowe, with support from 
Claudia Sohrab. For this project, Michael 
worked with Whittingham, Grasmere, 
Bangabandhu, Wyvil and Millbank 
Gardens Primary schools. Thank you  
to those students and teachers!

Michael will lead today’s Underground 
art adventure. He says: 

‘Spaghetti Map is a tiny peek at the riches 
which can be found on the Underground. 
We hope it’ll inspire you to find more 
artworks and figure out what they are 
secretly saying.

This isn’t a normal “A to B” style map.  
It’s closer to a map for your thoughts. 
The wild paths your mind takes when 
you discover new art on the Tube. 

There are lots of questions about art 
inside. But why are there already some 
answers? Who DARES to sully your 
book? Think of them as hints from 
distant friends. They show the kind  
of magical, creative spark we love.’ 

Now it’s your turn. Good luck!



Tottenham  
Court Road

‘Diamonds and Circles’, works ‘in situ’ 
Daniel Buren, 2017

Daniel Buren is a unique expert at 
thinking about shapes. He used to only 
use stripes in his art, pasting them over 
the streets of Paris.

He tries to make his stripes the same 
width every time: 8.7cm. That seems  
to be perfect… What other hidden 
secrets does Daniel know about shapes 
and stripes?

In the ticket hall, see if you can find 
Daniel’s sculptures of a circle and 
diamond sitting behind glass. What are 
they doing there?

 Central line, Northern line & Elizabeth line 
Find the artwork at the entrances from Oxford Street 
and Charing Cross Road and inside the ticket hall.

Please draw the first quick sketch 
Daniel did when coming up with  
his artwork:

Daniel’s art is playful (colour, energy) 
and strict (straight lines, no smudges).

Does his work follow rules or break 
them?



We often rush through the Tube. Please 
draw the perfect chair to slump back in 
and study Daniel’s art:

When I see stripes, I imagine weaving 
through them like a dog at Crufts.

Please draw yourself weaving through 
Daniel’s art:

Imagine if, 40,000 years ago, a 
Neanderthal entered a cave and found 
Daniel’s artwork. What would they 
make of it?

To truly understand Daniel’s art,  
I imagine turning myself into a  
blue circle.

Please draw how you’d look halfway 
through this transformation:



Squares, circles and stripes are  
famous, like very weird celebrities. 
Please write their signatures here:

 
		  ____________________

 
		  ____________________

 
		  ____________________

Art is lots of thought and experience 
all squashed into one place. 

If you look at something for long enough 
it can feel very weird. Please draw how 
circles and squares would look after 
staring at them for 3,000 years:



Edgware Road
‘Wrapper’ 
Jacqueline Poncelet, 2012

‘Wrapper’ is the largest artwork we 
cover in this map. It surrounds the whole 
substation near Edgware Road (Circle line) 
station, like an enormous present.

Each design relates to a different part 
of the local area; for example, grids of 
leaves are a friendly nod to Regent’s Park.

Covering 1,500 sq meters, the artwork 
is made of enamel (not the tooth kind!) 
panels, which were heated to around 
850°C before giving off the calm coolness 
they now display.

 Circle line 
Find the artwork outside the station on Chapel Street 
or partially visible from platforms.

Wrapped items gain a mysterious energy.

Please draw something wrapped. 
Nobody ever needs to know  
what’s inside.

What have you noticed which keeps 
on happening in your life?

(This is an important pattern)



Imagine if, each morning, everything 
was beautifully gift wrapped. You 
have to unwrap it all. The sky must be 
unwrapped, sneezes, trains, friends, etc. 

Please write the story about what you 
would have unwrapped so far today

I hired hundreds of private detectives. 
One for every pattern on Jacqueline’s 
artwork.

They write me poetic updates every  
day about their particular pattern.  
New things they’ve noticed about  
how their pattern feels alive, how  
it changes in the light.

Please write the most ridiculous 
detective update below:

‘Wrapper’ goes all the way around 
Edgware Road substation, which means 
you can’t see the whole artwork at  
one time. 

You have to imagine walking around the 
artwork and then stitch it together in 
your mind to fully ‘see’ the whole thing. 

Please draw something so big it doesn’t 
fit inside the box: 



Westminster
‘PAN AFRICAN FLAG FOR THE RELIC 
TRAVELLERS’ ALLIANCE (UNION)’ 
Larry Achiampong, 2022

In my dreams, pink traffic lights mean 
‘reverse’, purple traffic lights mean  
‘nice bike’, etc. Art often jolts us awake 
like that.

Larry’s sign at Westminster Underground 
station imagines the Tube roundel in 
Pan-African colours – a creative way  
to celebrate Black people’s exciting,  
vital contributions to London.

Green, black and red represent the land, 
people and struggles of Africa. Yellow-
gold symbolises a new day. There are  
54 stars, one for every country in Africa.

 Jubilee line, Circle line & District line 
Find the artwork above the stairs at Exit 4. 

Larry is inspired by Adinkra symbols 
from the Akan people of Ghana.

Can you try to draw your own personal 
symbol and write its special meaning?

WHAT I HEAR 
I KEEP

KNOT OF 
RECONCILIATION

GO BACK 
AND GET IT



Larry’s art is partly made from emotions.

Imagine if pride, joy, frustration, etc. 
came in bags of squishy clay to sculpt.

Please draw something that’s a mix of 
three different emotions:

Please take a second to smile 
at Abdullah’s drawing of Larry 
Achiampong. It will please them both.

Rules are made by politicians in 
Westminster. What rules do you think 
art should have? 

Please add a 5th rule to our list:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Larry’s artwork celebrates Black 
people’s incredible contributions  
to London.

What would you like to be celebrated 
for and how?



Battersea  
Power Station

‘Sunset, Sunrise, Sunset’ 
Alexandre da Cunha, 2021

Stretching 100m and 60m in length,  
two artworks face each other in the 
ticket hall.

Using old-fashioned twisting billboards, 
Alexandre created moving sculptures 
that cycle through colours like the  
sun thoughtfully rising and setting.  
He reminds us that even though  
we’re busy rushing to catch trains,  
the world keeps on calmly turning.

‘Sunset, Sunrise, Sunset’ also asks us to 
think about how nature and technology 
mix. Are they friends?

 Northern line 
Find the artwork high up in the ticket hall on  
opposite walls.

New toys are in their happy, exciting, 
sunrise era. Years later the colours on 
this forgotten toy fade.

Please draw a sunsetting toy:



Sunrises have no plot, no characters, 
music, jokes, explosive action, etc.

Please write a poetic list of what a 
sunrise has instead:

What can an indoor, metallic sunrise 
tell us about the natural world?

If everyone looked at the sky for 
an hour daily, what would that do 
to us as a species?

‘Sunset, Sunrise, Sunset’ is about  
many things, including repeating, 
repeating, rep… 

Can something truly magical ever  
feel like a routine? Please explain!



Sometimes I think sunrises should 
happen on a smaller, individual scale. 
Perhaps above a lost bike or a found 
blueberry. 

Please draw something which you  
think deserves its own tiny little  
private sunrise:

If a sunrise is:

 

Then a sunset is:

Right now, someone in the world is 
looking up at a sunset with tears in 
their eyes, whispering:

Someone else is crying: 

Finally, you’re looking at the sunset, 
sobbing, saying:



St. James’s Park
‘Angels of History’ 
Hannah Quinlan & Rosie Hastings, 2024

Made very slowly, piece by careful piece 
(thousands!), Hannah and Rosie’s mosaic, 
‘Angels of History’, pushes against our 
high-speed world.

Between the mysterious angels stands 
a building known as 55 Broadway, which 
was once the headquarters of London 
Underground. What can you discover 
inside this building?

What else can we see? An angel rolling 
their eyes? A strong wind blowing 
through a tree? Where does the past  
go and who looks after it?

 Circle line & District line 
Find the artwork above the split-staircase to platforms 
in the Broadway ticket hall.

What’s the loveliest, most angelic thing 
you’ve ever done?

The Angels of History spend their  
day watching travellers come and go.

What do you think they do when  
the Tube closes at night and the lights 
go out?



The angels in Hannah & Rosie’s mosaic 
are clearly the two people, but…

Can a building or a tree be an angel? 
Please explain.

The more haunting a background is,  
the more it creeps into the foreground. 

Please draw something hidden in the 
background of where you are now:



These are the two ‘Angels of History’.

They seem to look over the  
travellers and at each other…

Please draw what happens 

when angel vision  
meets in the middle!

A miracle ??

The mosaic squares must be tiny inside 
these rooms. Please circle a window 
and write or draw what’s happening 
inside:

Hannah & Rosie work as a team. Please 
draw a very mysterious angel and ask a 
friend to draw the wings on it:

...
...

...
...

...
...

.



All Stations
‘Labyrinth’ 
Mark Wallinger, 2013

What do you get someone for their 
150th birthday? To celebrate London 
Underground’s anniversary, Mark made 
272 unique labyrinths, one for every 
Underground station.

The Labyrinths are printed on enamel 
and feature a single red ‘x’ as a cue to 
enter the path.

Trace the route with your finger to find 
that each one is a single path into the 
centre, similar to journeys on the Tube 
or ideas sparkling through your mind.

 All lines 
Find each artwork installed in public areas, including 
ticket halls, platforms and connecting tunnels.

People say Mark’s Labyrinths look like 
brains, but you disagree.

You think if you could peek inside  
your skull, your brain would look more 
like this:

Mark Wallinger’s final labyrinth is  
so complicated that he is now lost 
inside it.

Please write Mark a letter to cheer him 
up. Give him good or bad advice and let 
him know he’ll be out any day now:

Dear Mark,



Should art always be helpful?

Please explain your answer as clearly as 
you possibly can:

No maze is difficult to a genius like you. 
Please draw the easiest maze in the 
world:

There is currently no Minotaur running 
around in the tunnels of the Tube. But 
if there was, I would lure it out with 
this bait:

When lost in a Labyrinth, mark wall:

I went into this Labyrinth and came out 
after 50 years looking like this:



Congratulations!  
You’ve finished your 

Spaghetti Map.

Please do a professional artist scribble:

Drawings and handwritten poems by 
Rory, Nouri, Albie, Ishaq, Isabella, 
Marcel, Saif, Joel, Ilsa-Mae, Mia, Nina, 
Ricki-Leigh, Edie, Leo, Abdullah, Lijana, 
Chima, Serayah, Gazi, Chrisopher, Venus, 
Radiyah, Marnie, Georgina, Hannah, Amy, 
Annaleise, Joel, Poppy, Simao and Lily.

Thanks to the children and teachers at 
Bangabandhu Primary School Year 5 and 
Shahnaz Khan; Grasmere Primary School 
Year 5, Danny Barrett and Julie Leaff;  
The Windmill Centre at Millbank Gardens 
Primary Academy, Katherine Chandler, 
Emily Jones and Allan McKenzie-
Hickson; Whittingham Primary Academy 
Art Ambassadors and Katie Hull; Wyvil 
Primary School Year 5 and Isobel Casey. 

Additional thanks to 
Claudia Sohrab, creative collaborator; 
Kirsty Purnell, community dance artist 
and inclusive facilitator; Michelle Wilson, 
archivist; Mina Odile, proofreader;  
Fraser Muggeridge studio, with 
special thanks to Alexander Conway;  
Dave Pett, Rivington Print Group.  
Michael would like to say a huge  
thank you to Jessie Krish (Curator)  
and Giulia Shah (Coordinator). 
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Bonus Challenges

☑ Challenge Points

☐ Visit Alexandre’s 
‘Sunset, Sunrise, Sunset’ 
in your most colourful 
clothes

20

☐ Spot a Tube mouse 5

☐ Get lost on the Tube 
after seeing one of 
Mark’s Labyrinths

10

☐ Sing/dance along to the 
music leaking out of 
someone’s headphones

200

☐ Sneeze when you 
notice two passengers 
crossing their legs at 
the same time

21

☐ Carefully / wildly tear 
out this page and use  
it to check the width  
of a Daniel Buren stripe 
at Tottenham Court 
Road. His stripes are 
usually 8.7cm wide.  
Is it a perfect fit?

8.7

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8


