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Linton Kwesi Johnson:

As some of you will recall, in January of 1981, |3 Black children were murdered in a fire when
racists and fascists threw an incendiary device into a house at 439 New Cross Road, and ah,
there was a cover up by the police. The Black community responded with a Black People’s
Day of Action when nearly 20,000 people marched from New Cross to Hyde Park. And this
represented a turning point in the struggles of Black people in Britain.

New Craas Massahkah

First di comin
An di goin

In and out af di pawty

Di dubbin
An di rubbin

An di rackin to di riddim

Di dancing
An di scankin

An di pawty really swingin

Den di crash
An di bang

An di flames staat fi trang

Di heat
An di smoke

An di people staat fi choke

Di screamin
An di cryin
An di diein in di fyah...
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Wi did know seh it couda happn

Yu know—anytime, anywhe

Far dont it happn to wi

An di Asians dem already?

But in spite a all dat

Evrybady wos still shack

Wen di get di cowl facks

Bout dat brutal attack

We wi fine out bout di fyah owevah New Craas
Bout de innocent life dem whe laas
Bout di physically scard

Di mentally mard

And dem relatives who tek it soh aad

but wait

yu noh remembah

how di whole a black Britn did rack wid grief
how di whole a black Britn tun a melancally blue
nat di passible blue af di murdarah’s eyes

but like di smoke af gloom on dat cowl sundey mawnin

but stap

yu noh remembah

how di whole a black Britn did rack wid rage
how di whole a black Britn tun a fiery red
nat di callous red af di killah’s eyes

but red wid rage like di flames af di fyah
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[Sounds of march]

‘Murder, murder, murder, murder’

[Music plays — Johnny Osbourne/ Black Lion Band, ‘13 Dead (Nothing Said)’, 1981]

‘Thirteen dead, and nothing said
Oh, what this world is coming to?
Thirteen dead, and nothing said

Oh, what we gonna do?’

[Sounds of march]

‘What do we want? Freedom!’

‘The people united will never be defeated’

[Sounds of shouting]

Darcus Howe — Mangrove Nine Defendant:
In 1981 young blacks exploded in every community of this country and burned the place
down with a ferocity of violence that | haven’t seen before or since, hmm?

So in the Mangrove, they came on the demonstration. 20-years later, no demonstration now,
masses of people burning down everywhere. And Brixton is only 2-miles from Parliament.
They could have gotten there, with a violence of a kind that they hadn’t seen.

Linton Kwesi Johnson:

This pub over here it’s called the Mingles Pub. Before the riots it was called The George, and
it was burnt to the ground. It was picked out as a target because the landlord was a known
racist. So, this is the Mingles Pub on Railton Rd, it’s been completely rebuilt.

A lot of the fighting took place about 50-yards down the road.

Here, there used to be a street that runs straight through to there, you understand? A street,
where all those metal things are, a street that goes right over into that street over there. But,
uh, the police decided to close this street off, and to make this area into a square, to stop
people escaping. You know, because you could run there, you could go there, and so on. So,
in order to stop that happening, they blocked off the street and turned it into an open space.
It’s quite nice in the summer, people sit around and talk and so on.
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Now as you can see over there, they have a nice painting.

Here, used to be houses, all along here was houses. As you can see now it is a playcentre for
children. It’s an adventure playground for children, they go there and they play and there are
people there looking after them and so on. But before '8 1 all along this side of the street was
full of houses. And all these houses on this side have been rebuilt. All this here are new since
"81.

[Sounds of traffic]

Winsome Cornish — The Voice:

| suppose there are some minor improvements, or facilities, that um, did come about after
the riots. In terms of really making any major difference to the area, | shouldn’t imagine that,
erm, the housing situation has got any better, if anything it’s probably gotten worse, because
the large council estates have deteriorated over the years. And so housing is depressed.

Some people have taken Thatcherism on board and thought yes, this is our country, yes
we’ll, you know, go and make money. And that’s why if you talk to people around Brixton,
you’ll come up with very different opinions in terms of what’s happened to the area. Because
for a few, there has been a change, and their lifestyles has changed. And for the people,
perhaps who were unemployed then and perhaps are still unemployed now, the situation’s
the same or worse.

Linton Kwesi Johnson:

The struggle continues, you know, we’re here. We’re part of Britain. My children are part, |
see my children as Europeans, Black Europeans. They have a stake in the future of Europe.
And we can’t think, we can’t become, we can’t be Brixton Nationalists. Our vision has to be
much wider and broader than that. And Brixton is not Black Britain. Brixton is only a tiny, tiny
part of Black Britain. You know, there’s Birmingham, there’s Manchester, there’s Liverpool,
there’s Leeds, there’s Harlesden and so on and so forth. You know.

[Ends]



